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1. INTRODUCTION
1.1.

This supporting statement is submitted by Green Planning Studio Ltd on
behalf of Mrs Georgina Hearne.

1.2.

The application is for the use of land for the stationing of caravans for
residential purposes for 1 No. gypsy pitch together with a utility/dayroom
along with the retention of existing storage sheds ancillary to that use.
The latest planning permission on the site ref: 11/03936/FUL was a
temporary permission for a maximum of 3 years which was granted on
2nd July 2012 and has subsequently expired.

2. SITE CONTEXT AND DESCRIPTION
2.1.

The site lies in the South Downs National Park in an area of countryside
near the centre of Fulking. It is located off Clappers Lane which forms its
entranceway. The site is bounded on all sides by agricultural land. The
nearest bus stop is 350m away and provides a regular service to the
surrounding towns and villages and the services therein.

2.2.

The application site has an area of 0.15 hectares in an ownership of 0.37
hectares. The entrance off Clappers Lane leads onto an open
drive/parking area with adequate parking for a minimum of 2 no. vehicles
of less than 3.5 T. The utility/ dayroom is located to the left of the
entrance with the existing mobile home to the south east of the site and
the tourer to the west of that.

2.3.

The single storey utility/day room is positioned to allow convenient
access to the stationed caravans during the day. The utility/day room
provide facilities that enable the occupants of the caravans to minimize
the recognised hazards associated with cooking and fire in the close
confines of caravans and provide facilities for washing and bathing and
the maintenance of basic hygiene.
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2.4.

The application site has been subject to multiple planning applications
and the table below summarises the relevant planning history of the site.
Table 1 - Relevant Planning History

Application Ref

Description

Decision

Decision Date

F/64/802

The siting of a residential caravan.

Granted

23 February 1965

F/65/659

Agricultural store shed

Granted

26 November 1965

FK/7/74

Stationing of caravan

Granted

27 January 1975

FK/4/79

Renewal of temporary permission FK/7/74

Granted

2 January 1980

Granted

21 December 1984

Refused

22 December 2005

Allowed

26 September 2006

Granted

2 July 2012

for residential caravan
FK/7/84

Renewal of temporary planning permission
for residential caravan

05/01874/FUL

Retrospective consent for the use of the land
as a private caravan site for one gypsy family

APP/D3830/A/0

Appeal against refusal of application ref:

6/2008402

05/01874/FUL

11/03936/FUL

Application for the use of land for the
stationing of caravans for residential
purposes for 1 no. gypsy pitch together with
a utility/ dayroom along with retention of
existing storage sheds ancillary to that use.

2.5.

The most relevant are the 2 most recent permissions, a temporary
permission granted on appeal in September 2006 and a second
temporary permission granted in July 2012.
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3. PROPOSAL
3.1.

This planning application seeks permission for the use of land for the
stationing of caravans for residential purposes for 1 No. gypsy pitch
together with a utility/dayroom along with the retention of existing
storage sheds ancillary to that use.

3.2.

The latest planning permission ref: 11/03936/FUL was a temporary
permission for a maximum of 3 years which was granted on 2nd July 2012.
The temporary permission expired on 2nd July 2015 and accordingly the
current use of the site as a private caravan site for one gypsy family is
unauthorised. This application seeks permission for the gypsy pitch that
remains on the site since the expiration of the previous temporary
permission.

4. PRINCIPLE ISSUES
4.1.

The main issues are the effect of the development on the character and
appearance of the South Downs National Park and the lack of available
alternative sites.

4.2.

The previous permissions that were granted on the site acknowledged
that there was some harm to the character and appearance of the AONB
and subsequently the South Downs National Park. This has not changed
and is not contested by Green Planning Studio Ltd.

4.3.

However, given the absence of available alternative sites, failure of policy
due to the fact that the council failed to allocate sites for travellers as set
out in government policy and the interference with the applicants Article
8 human rights that would result from an immediate cessation of the
unauthorised use of the site, it was considered that these material
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considerations outweigh any harm identified to character and
appearance and permission was granted.

4.4.

It is clearly stated in both the 2006 appeal decision and the 2012 decision
notice that the reason for making both of these permissions temporary is
to allow for land for alternative gypsy sites to become available. The
decision notice of approved application 11/03936/FUL states the reason
for the decision as;

‘The Inspector granted the temporary planning permission in 2006 on the
basis that this would allow the Local Planning Authority sufficient time to
allocate sites for Traveller accommodation. In the intervening time no
sites have been allocated by the Council for Traveller accommodation. The
Inspector did consider that there was some harm to the area of
outstanding natural beauty in 2006 from the proposal. At present there
are no vacancies on any official sites in either East or West Sussex.’

4.5.

And goes on to assert that;

‘It is considered that it would be appropriate to issue a further temporary
planning permission with the period being 3 years. This would allow the
Council time to allocate sites for Travellers as set out in Government
guidance.’

4.6.

It is also clear from the Mid Sussex May 2014 GTAA that in this 9 year
period of time since the appeal decision in 2006, no alternative sites have
become available. Therefore the weight attributed to the unmet need is
significantly greater than before, and outweighs any harm to the South
Downs National Park.

4.7.

Permission should be granted and it is the opinion of Green Planning
Studio Ltd that another temporary permission would not be appropriate
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and that there is no justified reason for the permission to be personal as
any perceived harm to the South Downs National Park has already been
outweighed by the failure of policy.

5. CONCLUSION

5.1.

As indicated above Green Planning Studio Ltd consider that the absence
of available alternative sites, failure of policy due to the fact that the
council have failed to allocate sites for travellers as set out in government
policy, and the interference with the applicants Article 8 human rights
that would result from an immediate cessation of the unauthorised use of
the site, these material considerations outweigh any harm identified to
character and appearance and permission should be granted.
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APPENDIX 1
Planning Permission ref: 11/03936/FUL – Dated 02nd July 2012 –
Market Gardens, Clappers Lane, Fulking, Henfield
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APPENDIX 2
Appeal Decision ref: APP/D3830/A/06/2008402 – Dated 26th September 2006 Market Gardens, Clappers Lane, Fulking, Henfield

