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SNOWJOKE
Not a joke at all, of course, for many – which is why you’ll find random thanks  for help in wintry 
weather inside. But the snowiest Sussex for 30 years deserves a visual memorial. Thanks to all 
those who sent in their pictures, too many to credit; and sorry to those who don’t appear
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Village Diary
Wednesday 24 February, 7.30pm

VILLAGE SOCIAL COMMITTEE

Village Hall

Jenny, 382

Sunday 28 February, 8pm

QUIZ NIGHT

Shepherd & Dog

Jenny, 382

Friday 19 March, 7.30pm

VILLAGE SLIDE SHOW

Local history with Trevor 

Povey, including  

Sussex railway stories

Village Hall

Tony Brooks, 200

Saturday 1 May, 12.30pm

MORRIS MEN FROM 1954

Re-creating the great ‘Tour’

Shepherd & Dog

See story below

Sean Goddard, 559107

Sat 22 & Sun 23 May, 10am-5pm

GOOD AS NEW SALE

Clothes and Accessories

St Andrew’s Edburton

Sally, 534; Valerie, 706

Farming comes to the hill again...
...and for very good environmental reasons. Annie Brown explains

A youthful Brian 

Harris, with 

anonymous helper, 

on the combine up 

on the hill in the 

‘50s. It’s coming back

The BD Harris Farm Trust was set 
up last year to carry forward the 
family farming business of our 
father, the late Brian Harris. We 
farm land around Fulking and up 
on Truleigh Hill and, together with 
our new farm manager David 
Ellin, we have been working 
closely with Natural England, the 
RSPB and South Downs Joint 
Committee to take this business 
forward.  We have recently 
reached agreement to take the 
farm into a new environmental 
stewardship scheme this spring. 

The farm straddles the South 
Downs and Low Weald which 
provides diversity as well as 
management challenges! The 
Harrises have been farming here 
since the 1920’s and have seen 
huge changes over that time. 
Through this new agreement 
we aim to create a sympathetic 
and sustainable mixed farming 
system for the future. 

Of particular local interest 
will be our plans to return some 

land to cultivation speciically 
to provide the ‘Big 3’ – summer 
food, winter food and nesting 
habitat for farmland birds. 
The next couple of years will 
see the establishment of a 
mosaic of arable and grassland 
incorporating  wide ield margins, 
wild bird seed plots and beetle 
banks. In addition this agreement 
focuses on managing large areas 
of species-rich chalk grassland, 
protecting a wide range of 
archaeological features including 
two scheduled monuments 
and providing a new permissive 
bridleway across Downs land.

There has been some 
considerable paperwork and 

head scratching to arrive at this 
plan, including Environmental 
Impact Assessments and an 
RSPB bird survey. The family, 
Joyce Harris and daughters 
Pauline and Anne, together with 
David, who moved into our new 
farm cottage last year, and Ron, 
who many of you will know as 
he has been with us for many, 
many years, have a busy time 
ahead, and we welcome interest 
and support from the local 
community in taking this family 
farming business forward.
• BD Harris Farm Trust: 
chamberscourt@btinternet.com
• www.naturalengland.co.uk
• www.southdowns.gov.uk

Chanctonbury Morris Men to re-create the ‘Tour’ of 1954
It isn’t often that photographs of 
Morris Dancing make the national 
press, and they are usually 
accompanied by a humorous 
caption, but this isn’t always the 
case. On 3 May 1954, The Times 
published a photograph of the 
Chanctonbury Ring Morris Men 
dancing at the Shepherd and Dog 
in Fulking. The caption simply 
said ‘May Day: Morris Dancing in 
a Sussex Village’. 

On May Day 2010, the 
  ‘Chancs’ men will be back at 

the pub to re-enact that photo.
Come along and see the 

Chanctonbury Ring Morris 
Men at the following locations: 
Chanctonbury Ring at 6.30am;  
Shoreham town Centre at 10.00 
and 11.00; and the Shepherd and 
Dog in Fulking at 12.30pm. The 
Chanctonbury Ring Morris Men  
hope to bring together as much 
as possible – some of the original 
dancers, as many of the original 
‘1954’ locals as possible, and 
even getting the ‘hobby horse’ 

from the museum.
1st May 1954 was also a 

Saturday, and some members 
of the Shoreham Folk Dance 
Club thought it would be a good 
idea to celebrate it in traditional 
English style. Dancing at 6.30am 
was followed by traditional 
breakfasts of boiled eggs, bread 
and hot tea. Then two Morris 
dance tours took place; a Mid-
Sussex tour and one in West 
Sussex. 

I invite anyone who might 

know of those who were involved 
in the 1954 celebrations to join 
us as we recreate the event 
in Fulking. Just turn up, or if 
you have any information that 
we might add to our archives, 
please contact me. The three 
only surviving members of the 
team who are pictured in the 
photograph will be in attendance 
– and will no doubt tell stories of 
Morris Dancing long ago. Come 
in 50s dress, in your Austin 7!
Sean Goddard, 01273 559107
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Fulking Village February Miscellany and Important Stuff
Fulking Flyers Raincheck 
Apologies from  Aidan and 
Shep to those who came to 
the Shepherd & Dog to hear us 
play on 14 January. Sadly, Shep’s 
Dad was seriously ill in hospital, 
and has since passed away. Our 
condolences to our favourite 
guitarist and his family, and keep 
a watch for our new take-off date 
– we hope some time in March.

No pub wine quiz on 17 Feb
Nother postponement, not 
cancellation. Plans are afoot to 
make it happen on the Friday of 
Barn Dance Weekend, 18 June. 
Watch this space.

Village Barn Dance
Village Barn Dance ixed for 
Saturday 19 June. Hazy summer 
days just around the corner. 
Marquee and Band already 
booked. Step out! 

Snow jokes and thanks, or 
thokes and janks
Bob’n’Pam wish to thank Paul 
and Pru (our new neighbours 
at the stables) for towing us 
out of our drive. Also thank you 
Nick (Hughes) for collecting our 
‘life saving’ medication, being 
our paper boy, and taking us 
shopping. And thanks for many 
other offers of help.
Thanks from Jen and Chris to 
Sarah for the terriic snowed-in 
   party and to those neighbours 
       in 4WDs who gave us lifts 

when we hitched into Brighton 
through the snow!

’S no joke like th’ol’ jokes...
Sheila: Was going to make a 
Haggis puppet but thought he 
might tell some offal  jokes....
Ed: Oh  Sheila. Is that a snow  
joke?
Sheila: It’s snowjoke that it’s an 
offal joke... ba boom.

Playground grant ungranted
Sorry to say we were not 
successful with our application to 
WSDC for money to improve the 
North Town Field play equipment. 
Two of the panel out of four 
were adamant that they did not 
like late applications and ours 
was. They also felt we needed to 
make more effort in raising funds 
from local businesses etc. We do 
however have the opportunity 
to reapply,  having done our 
homework better – and were 
encouraged by the panel! The 
next meeting is 27 April, so we 
have time to get our head round 
a more acceptable application. 
So thinking caps on please, folks, 
and hope to see you at the next 
Social Committe meeting (24 
February) with lots of ideas.
Pam, 271

Names, numbers, emails
This knotty issue continues to 
rumble on, if that’s what knotty 
issues do. If I print people’s 
names, phone numbers and 

emails in the paper, they end 
up searchable on the internet 
because PP is downloadable 
from the village website. Some 
residents, for various reasons, do 
not want this. So henceforth I 
will print only the three signifying 
digits of Fulking phone numbers 
– everyone knows they all come 
with 857 in front of them (and if 
you didn’t, now you do). 

This ought to be impenetrable 
enough for Google’s spiders to 
remain perplexed, but useful 
enough for locals to use. If you 
are not an 857 number holder 
I will print all six digits, leaving 
out the Brighton exchange. If you 
are out of the Brighton exchange 
area, it will have to be all 11 digits. 
I will not print email addresses 
unless it is crucially necessary 
or the person concerned has 
indicated that it is OK. Ed

Wanted: Land for 
Smallholding
There is a growing number 
of people in the area who 
have expressed an interest in 
organically raising their own 
livestock on a small scale. We 
are therefore looking initially for 
one or two acres of land locally, 
with easy access, appropriate for 
farming pigs. 

It’s our dream to grow this 
into a ‘River Cottage’ style 
community project, involving any 
locals interested in participating 
and learning about the grass 

roots of  smallholding. 
Please contact Stephen or 

Lesley on 834610 if you have any 
land that may be appropriate or 
if you would just like to add your 
details to the  growing list of 
interested smallholders!

The Village Archive
Terry has been putting in old 
wedding photos but would like to 
have some new ones so anyone 
who has recently got married  
or getting married this year (I 
know there are a few weddings 
scheduled for 2010) please send 
a photo with appropriate date, 
names etc. and it will go in the 
book for posterity.
Linda, 486

Good as new sale
The good people of St Andrew’s 
Church are putting out a call for 
donations to the Good As New 
Sale, on Saturday 22 and Sunday 
23 May in the Church – in aid of 
its restoration fund. They need 
good quality ladies’ clothes and 
accessories, shoes, childrens’ 
clothes, jewellery, unwanted 
gifts, toys, DVDs, rafle prizes 
and a whole lot more besides. 
They especially need volunteer 
cake makers and helpers on both 
days. For collection of your items, 
call Jane on 492948, Jean on 
314, Sally on 534 or Valerie on 
706. Or deliver direct to Joyce at 
Paythorne Farmhouse, Edburton 
Road: 381.

Jan Fulking Soc Comm report
Selected notes from the meeting 
held Wednesday 20th January: 
• Village slide show with Trevor 
Povey on 19 March;
• Easter Treasure Hunt around 
village mooted;
• Kids’ visit to Hendon Air 
Museum in Summer hols? Phone 
Tony (200) to express interest.
• Kids’ Sports Day during Barn 
Dance Weekend? Phone Nicole 
(735) to express interest.
• Fulking Fair, Sunday 1 August. 

Discussion about ‘big’ attractions 
eg Bouncy Gladiators. Are they 
‘Village Fair-y’ enough? One 
or more essential for kids, 
but prefer things we can run 
ourselves. Research further.
• Hollie Trist raised £223 for 
the NTF play equipment at the 
Xmas Party. Fund now stands at 
£350. Fantastic stuff Hollie, many 
thanks and praise from all.
• Next meeting: Wednesday 24 
February, 7.30pm

Ken Browne RIP
Sadly, we have to tell of the 
death of another former resident 
of Fulking. Ken had fascinating 
stories of village life – how as  a 
child he lived at the Devil’s Dyke 
Hotel where his father was hotel 
manager, and how he walked 
with his sister to Poynings School 
every day. Later the family lived 
in Yew Tree Cottage. In his 
younger days Ken worked in 
the village shop for Mr Lucas. At 
18 he volunteered for the RAF 

and after the war went back to 
France. He returned to live in 
Clappers Lane. A few years ago 
Ken moved to Hickstead, but kept 
in touch with the village through 
Pigeon Post. His hobby was lying 
– much of the time solo in his 
own aircraft. Our love and best 
wishes go to Audrey and their 
daughter Amanda. Tony Brookes
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TSA Building Services

& Home Improvements

For friendly, reliable and quality work

Phone 857502 or 07919 374402

Bed and Breakfast in Fulking

available at Four Acres.

see www.fouracres.org.uk or 
 

phone Sarah for details on 857393

Mobile motor air conditioning servicing

Cleaner seeks work

Reliable local (Poynings) woman with many years of experience. 
References available. Phone Sheila on 857482

£4 a bag – £30 a load (5 wheelbarrows) –  
£55 a builder’s bulk bag (1 cu m) – £105 for 2 

builder’s bulk bags – £155 for 3 builder’s bulk bags.  
Kindling £3 bag. 

Call Oliver, 857239 or 07891 182978

EMA’S
nails and beauty

Pamper parties organised; 

Make-up  for weddings and 

other occasions; 

Spray Tanning

Local fully qualiied beautician. 
Evening home appointments available.  

Phone to discuss your ideas or just pop 

in – Unit A, Cobblestone Walk, High 

Street, Steyning BN44 3RD.  
 Phone 07917 644909

Gift Vouchers Open Monday - Saturday

THE SHEPHERD & DOG

Set menu - two courses £10. Mon - Fri 12-9pm

01273 857382  shepherdanddog01@yahoo.co.uk

 Hand Crafted  Jewellery   
by Aine Henson

01273 857036: 07771 847770: ainehenson@live.com  
Jewellery can be viewed and bought from: The Coach House, 

Woodmancote (By appointment): Bay Tree Trading, 
Henfield: Natashas, Henfield: Vanilla, Hurstpierpoint: Apres 

Chocolate, Cuckfield


